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   News From Mrs. Barry in the Art Room     
 
September has flown by and I’m still getting to know our new 4th 
graders.  I can’t believe how our 5th graders have grown! 
 
The art room is full of activity!  The 4th graders are in the process of 
creating organic and geometric designs that will be transferred to a soft 
block.  The block will be carved and the design will be printed in clay and 
paper! 
 
The 5th graders are finishing their color wheels, and color theory 
exercises.  We will be using this knowledge, and these skills for various 
assignments throughout the year. 
 
The open art period during both lunch and recess periods are hustling and 
bustling with activity! Hailey and Samantha are so busy weaving pillows, 
and Landon and Kieran love clay! 

 
 

       
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

The 5th graders are really in to learning about drawing and oil 
pastels! Joe, Ryan, Tiana and James are working on prehistoric animal 
drawings… 

 

      
 
 
 

While Bella, Brianna, Bella and Kayla work on flowers! 
 

       
 

 
Luke enjoys weaving while Kate, 

Jordyn and Emily work on some pottery. 

 

     
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

        
 

I would also like to extend special Congratulations to Elizabeth a former 

SB student who is now in the 6th grade at BCMS. 

 

Elizabeth’s art work was selected to be exhibited at NJPAC.  Her artwork 

was also published on the 2018 Art Educators of New Jersey calendar. 

Elizabeth received an art award on Saturday October 14 at the NJ 

Preforming Arts Center in Newark, NJ.  Mr. Fonaro and Miss Frazee were 

also there to congratulate their former student! 

 

     

         
 

 

That’s it for now.  I hope all of you have a Healthy and Happy 

Halloween! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



News from Miss Johnston: 

I cannot believe September and October are over already!  We have accomplished so 
many things within the past 2 months including our Huskies Hustle for Houston Walk-
a-thon!  We are so thankful for all of the support we received for our Walk-a-thon! 
Currently, we are in the thick of our curriculums and enjoying creating new learning 
experiences for all using technology and student-centered learning!  Below is a look 
into what we will be doing and what we have already accomplished in our classroom!
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October 31st 
Halloween Parade  

November 2nd-7th 
Scholastic Book 
Fair 

November 7th-8th      
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

November 
9th-10th             
No School

LANGUAGE ARTS 
We are reading our 

independent books and 
working on summarizing 
the text using the main 

characters, setting, 
problems, and solutions. 
We are also learning to 

write complete sentences 
with subjects & 

predicates.  

1
MATH 

In math we are learning 
how to tell time in full 
hours, half hours, and 
quarter past.  We are 
also learning how to 
multiply using skip 

counting.  Finally, we are 
learning to count money, 
and add/subtract with 

money. 

2
SCIENCE/SOCIAL 

STUDIES 
In Science we are 
studying natural 

phenomena to learn 
about erosion.  In 

Social Studies, we are 
studying the 

geographical themes 
of New Jersey! 

3

News from Miss J’s Class 
Make it a great day or not, the choice is yours! 



 
 
 

 
 
 
Welcome to the Elements Team!  We are known as Promethium Iron.  Do 

you know why?  It is because Mr. Mehnert and Mrs. Felix are a team of 

teachers that help build a strong, iron-clad educational foundation for 

your children, just like Iron Man’s Prometheum Armor suit.  This suit 

enabled Iron Man to become extremely powerful, much like we, as 

teachers, are preparing your children to become extremely powerful with 

knowledge. 

 

Besides the rigors of every day learning that takes place with Language 

Arts, Math, Social Studies, and Science, we are also focusing on 

Responsive Classroom.  “The Responsive Classroom approach is a way of 

teaching that emphasizes social, emotional, and academic growth in a 

strong and safe school community.”  Responsive Classroom. “Principles & 

Practices.” www.responsiveclassroom.org, (2017).  One of our school’s 

goals this year is Responsive Classroom and that has been adopted into 

our individual classrooms.  At the beginning of the year, Mrs. Felix 

wanted to know what the students thought the classroom expectations 

should be in order for everyone to succeed academically.   

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The picture you see here is a list of the expectations that the students 

themselves created, thus giving ownership to how the classroom is run 

more towards the students, rather than on the teacher.   

 

 
    
By doing this, it has allowed the students to feel empowered in decision-

making skills and having a say in the kind of environment in which they 

learn. 

  

Another component of Responsive Classroom is Morning Meeting.  Three 

days out of the six day cycle we meet in a circle on the carpet to hold a 

Morning Meeting.  The students go around and greet each other, and then 

we have a sharing activity.  This sharing activity allows each student to 

feel important, create empathy and caring of one another, support each 

other through struggles or challenges, and most importantly, it allows all 

of us to get to know one another on a more personal level.  In return, this 

helps build a safer, positive classroom environment where children will 

want to come and learn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
When the students need a break, or just to have fun, Mrs. Felix turns to 

Go Noodle.  This is a fun website where the students are able to get up 

out of their seats to dance, stretch, do yoga or brain exercises, calm 

themselves, or just act silly.  We could all use that every once in a while!  

The students love racking up the points to see their “monster” get 

transformed into a bigger and stronger creature.  “To the 

transmogrifier!” 

   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Language Arts  
       Students are working hard to fine tune their reading, writing, and word study skills. The  
    students have been developing an understanding of characters, setting, plot, and theme. We have  
 used our mentor text, The Lemonade War,  in class.  The students have then applied  
these skills to their independent and book club books.  The students are continuing  
to work on their reading  goals that are set in class with their peers.  Book club groups  
meet regularly to discuss topics that have previously been taught. In writing, the  
students are finishing up their Narrative Writing pieces, narrowing down that small  
moment story. The students are revising and editing their narratives by crafting 
 powerful  leads and endings. In word study, the students are working on patterns and  
features to meet their needs as spelling investigators. Students are given class time to begin their 
spelling work/homework. They are encouraged to review their words and sorts each night.  
 

Social Studies 
  In Social Studies class, the students have been discovering who the first Americans were,  
  the journey they took from Asia (migration), and how the environment affected and impacted 
  the Native American culture groups and the regions they lived in.  
Throughout our unit of study, the students have used the Nystrom Map program, 
 where they fine tuned their geography and map skills.  This past week, the  
students presented their Native American Culture Group projects to their peers.  The students researched 
the history, geography, technology, culture, and government of their assigned  
Culture Group.  Ask your child to show you their amazing work! 

 
Science 

  With our new curriculum, the students are learning to research, investigate, and observe everything 
   around them.  In class, the students formulate questions to research.  Our first unit  
   of study in 5th grade is called Energy and Ecosystems. The students are studying how 
    the energy is created from the food that they eat, how the food chain links things  
   together, and that everything stems from the sun. This week, the students picked an 
    animal of their choice and researched the energy transfer from one animal/organism 
to the other.  

 
Math 

 In Unit 1, the students are exploring area and volume.  The students began with reviewing how to 
solve expressions with and without grouping symbols.  Next, the students developed strategies for finding 
area. They applied their knowledge of area using the formula (A = l x w ) and finding area by tiling to 
understand the formula for volume (V = l x w x h). The students have learned how to use and apply the 
following formulas to classwork and homework: V = l x w x h and V = B x h. The students have been practicing 
both formulas and learning how to count the cubes for unlabeled  dimensions.  The students also built 
rectangular prisms using cubes.  
 Get ready for Unit 2!  Let the multiplication and dividing strategies begin! 
 
 
                                 Students finding the area by tiling  
        with fractional side lengths. 
 

Ms. Manger’s News 
5th Grade 



Important Dates 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 

 10/27 
    October Birthday Celebrations 
 

 10/31 
    Halloween Parade @ SBS – 2:30pm 
 

 11/3, 11/7, & 11/8  
    Parent-Teacher Conferences 
 

 11/9 & 11/10  
     No School 
 

 11/17 
       November Birthday Celebrations 
 

 11/22  
    Single Session Day – 12:45pm 
 

 11/23 & 11/24   
     No School (Thanksgiving Break) 
 

   12/15 
       Report Cards online 
 

    12/22 
       Single Session Day – 12:45pm 
 

   12/23 – 1/1 
       School Closed (Winter Recess)           
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

If you need to get in 
contact with us: 

______________________________________________________ 

 
School Phone Number: 

(908) 722-2400  
 
Mrs. Elvis ~  x 1111 
   kelvis@branchburg.k12.nj.us 
 
Mrs. Korol ~  x 1109 
   ikorol@branchburg.k12.nj.us 
 
Ms. Manger ~  x 1121 
   nmanger@branchburg.k12.nj.us 
 
 
Remember to visit our updated 
webpages daily.  

www.branchburg.k12.nj.us  
 
~ In the upper left hand corner, click the 
arrow for the drop down menu. 
~ Look for Stony Brook School. (Click on it.)  
~ Next, click on the tab that says  
   Directories. 
~ Then click on SBS Directory 
~ Then, look for our names. 
  

Important Dates and  

Contact Information 

mailto:kelvis@branchburg.k12.nj.us
mailto:ikorol@branchburg.k12.nj.us
mailto:nmanger@branchburg.k12.nj.us
http://www.branchburg.k12.nj.us/


 
Ms. Figel’s Fifth Grade 
 
 
Fifth graders in Ms. Figel’s class are busy immersing themselves in the 

Next Generation Science Standards.  Their first unit is on Energy Transfer.  

Students developed questions to investigate why teachers, coaches, and 

parents always tell you to eat a healthy meal before a big game or big 

test. Students then did research in order to answer their questions and to 

draw a model to explain the energy transfer. For their individual 

assessment, students did research on an animal of their choice and how 

they get energy from food and where the “food” gets the energy from.  

Students developed another model to help describe and articulate the 

energy transfer.  (ex. wolf-->rabbit-grass-sun) Below are a few of the 

finished projects. 

 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

      
 

      
 
 
In Math, students are working hard on using formulas to find area and 

volume.  We are using the Powers of 10 to help us multiply larger 

numbers as well as beginning to use traditional multiplication.  Students 

are using the area model and partial products model to check their 

answers.   

 

In Social Studies, students learned about who The First Americans were.  

Students were placed into groups and did research on one of six Native 

American Culture groups.  They immersed themselves into atlases, raised 

relief maps and textbooks to put together a presentation to teach the 

rest of the class about all the important information about their group. 

This was their first presentation in front of the entire class for fifth grade 

and they did a wonderful job! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Writing Tips from Mr. Gottshalk 
 
 
There are several ways you can improve your writing to make it better 

than it already is.   

  

The first thing you should do when you write is a sloppy copy.  Don’t 

worry too much about spelling, just get the ideas down on the paper (in 

our class, that means the Writer’s Notebook).  After that, use a blue/red 

pen to make some revisions.  No author in the world ever published a 

book exactly as it was written the first time.  Writing is a process that 

takes thinking and persistence. 

 

One thing you might want to do, but is difficult to do, is delete a 

sentence from your writing.   You heard right – get rid of a weak sentence 

in your paper.  You should then create a new sentence using more 

descriptive adjectives to take its place.   

 

Another thing you should do is vary, or change, your subjects from time 

to time.  Reading a paper that has “I” or “My” or “Then” or “Next” over 

and over as the subject of the sentence is boring!  You can switch around 

parts in your sentence to change your sentence structure, or replace the 

subject with something else altogether.  For example: 

 

 In The Landry News one lesson I learned is to combine truth and 

mercy in your writing. 

 

Instead of using “I” as the subject, flip-flop the predicate and subject to 

something like this: 

 

 Combining truth and mercy in writing was one thing I learned from 

reading The Landry News. 

 

Notice that some words have been inserted and other words have been 

taken out, but the subject “I” is towards the end of the sentence.  That’s 

OK!  It shows that you are varying (changing) your sentence structure.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

You can also use a thesaurus to replace boring old words in your writing.  

Just make sure that the word isn’t too fancy and it doesn’t take away 

from what you’re trying to describe in your writing.  I took a class once 

where the teacher told us to omit (take out) at least 5 adjectives on the 

page and replace them, no matter how great we thought those words 

were. 

  

There are certain boring words that should not be used too much in 

writing.  Happy, sad, good, bad, big, small, and nice are some 

examples.  Challenge yourself to come up with 5 words that you could use 

to substitute those words instead of repeating again and again.  This is 

called varying your word choice.  It may be somewhat difficult at first, 

but your piece of writing will be more interesting and descriptive.  And 

people will want to read on, which is the key. 

  

How does the author of a book that you love write? Do they have great 

dialogue?  An action-packed plot with cliffhanger scenes?  Do they use 

certain descriptive words (called adjectives and adverbs) to describe 

nouns and verbs?  Chances are, they do all of these things.  Think about 

what you could borrow from authors that you could use in your writing 

(just don’t copy their writing)! 

 

Hope these tips help!  When in doubt, ask your teacher or another 

reliable person to read your draft – a second pair of eyes may see things 

you didn’t.   

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Mrs. Litts Classroom 
 
 
It is an awesome time to be a fourth grader!  

 

In our classroom, we are getting ready to publish our first paper on 

narrative writing. The students chose characters they wanted to develop 

and placed them in situations where they have to solve their problems. 

The tension rises as the characters face challenges along the way. We will 

be celebrating the completion of our writing soon and will enjoy getting 

to read all of them!  

 

Reading goals have been set and the students are enjoying some new 

authors this year. Reading and writing about fiction has been informative, 

especially learning about how stories have a certain structure. Developing 

theories about characters has brought out some great discussions about 

books. The class is riveted to the read aloud, The Tiger Rising, and this 

book has brought up many good conversations and debates about the 

characters.  

 

In science, our class is studying the effects of rainfall and wind on the 

earth and setting up experiments to test out questions they have about a 

particular phenomenon. With blow dryers simulating heavy winds and 

bottled water spraying over the “land”, students are seeing the effects of 

erosion in action. Presenting their information to each other will show 

the kids how much they can learn from each other. 

 

Social Studies has the students engaged in groups studying the regions of 

New Jersey. They are using their Chromebooks to research different 

aspects of the regions and developing slides to inform the rest of the 

class of their learning.  

 

The class is developing a growth mindset and we can’t wait to see where 

that takes us this year! 

 
 

 

 

 


